THIRD SUNDAY OF ANNUNCIATION
Anthem of the Chancel

Declare his salvation from day to day.

The announcement which Mary received was filled with all salvation, for she conceived
Christ without seed or intimacy, in that the Holy Spirit descended upon her alone, and
the power of the Most High overshadowed her. She was most blessed among women,
for she was filled with hope. Worshipful is the Creator, who had pity upon our nature.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; from everlasting, and for
ever and ever. Amen.

May your Church be kept by your Cross, O our Lord Jesus. Remove from her
destructive men and ravenous wolves, and fill her with your glory and the excellency of
your honor, that she may be a haven for those who are afflicted. Preserve for her
extended peace, O eternal Being, and conceal her children beneath your wings.

The Lections
Genesis 18:1-19

The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of
his tent in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men
stood in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and
bowed himself to the earth, and said, "My lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do
not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest
yourselves under the tree, while I fetch a morsel of bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant." So
they said, "Do as you have said." And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and
said, "Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes." And
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant,
who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds, and milk, and the calf which he had
prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

They said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?" And he said, "She is in the tent."
The LORD said, "I will surely return to you in the spring, and Sarah your wife shall have
a son." And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah
were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.
So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have grown old, and my husband is old,
shall I have pleasure?” The LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, and say,
'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?' Is anything too hard for the LORD? At



the appointed time I will return to you, in the spring, and Sarah shall have a son." But
Sarah denied, saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. He said, "No, but you did
laugh."

Then the men set out from there, and they looked toward Sodom; and Abraham
went with them to set them on their way. The LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham
what I am about to do, seeing that Abraham shall become a great and mighty nation,
and all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by him? No, for I have chosen
him, that he may charge his children and his household after him to keep the way of the
LORD by doing righteousness and justice; so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what
he has promised him."

Judges 13:2-24

There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was
Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children. And the angel of the LORD
appeared to the woman and said to her, "Behold, you are barren and have no children;
but you shall conceive and bear a son. Therefore beware, and drink no wine or strong
drink, and eat nothing unclean, for lo, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall
come upon his head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God from birth; and he shall
begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines." Then the woman came and told
her husband, "A man of God came to me, and his countenance was like the countenance
of the angel of God, very terrible; I did not ask him whence he was, and he did not tell
me his name; but he said to me, 'Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son; so then
drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the boy shall be a Nazirite
to God from birth to the day of his death.™

Then Manoah entreated the LORD, and said, "O, LORD, I pray thee, let the man of
God whom thou didst send come again to us, and teach us what we are to do with the
boy that will be born." And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God
came again to the woman as she sat in the field; but Manoah her husband was not with
her. And the woman ran in haste and told her husband, "Behold, the man who came to
me the other day has appeared to me." And Manoah arose and went after his wife, and
came to the man and said to him, "Are you the man who spoke to this woman?" And he
said, "Tam." And Manoah said, "Now when your words come true, what is to be the
boy's manner of life, and what is he to do?" And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah,
"Of all that I said to the woman let her beware. She may not eat of anything that comes
from the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing; all
that I commanded her let her observe."

Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, "Pray, let us detain you, and prepare a kid
for you." And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, "If you detain me, I will not eat of
your food; but if you make ready a burnt offering, then offer it to the LORD." (For



Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the LORD.) And Manoah said to the
angel of the LORD, "What is your name, so that, when your words come true, we may
honor you?" And the angel of the LORD said to him, "Why do you ask my name, seeing
it is wonderful?" So Manoah took the kid with the cereal offering, and offered it upon
the rock to the LORD, to him who works wonders. And when the flame went up toward
heaven from the altar, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar while
Manoah and his wife looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground.

The angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and to his wife. Then
Manoah knew that he was the angel of the LORD. And Manoah said to his wife, "We
shall surely die, for we have seen God." But his wife said to him, "If the LORD had
meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and a cereal offering at
our hands, or shown us all these things, or now announced to us such things as these."
And the woman bore a son, and called his name Samson; and the boy grew, and the
LORD blessed him.

The Shuraya

When God set apart the king, it was snowy white

On Zalmon, the mountain of God.

O mountains of Bashan, O mountains of Gebenyam:

O mountains of Bashan, what do you want, O mountains of Gebenyam,
The mount on which God chose to dwell?

The LORD will dwell on it for ever.

The Apostle
Ephesians 3

...... I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—assuming
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you,
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When
you read this you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace which
was given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the



saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,
and to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things; that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. This was
according to the eternal purpose which he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in
whom we have boldness and confidence of access through our faith in him. So I ask
you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in
heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant
you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man, and that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fulness of God.

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Zumara

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant: 'T will

m

establish your seed for ever, and build your throne for all generations.

Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness in the assembly of the
saints! For who in the heaven of heavens can be compared to the LORD? Who among
the companies of angels is like the LORD?

The Gospel
Luke 1:57-end

Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a son.
And her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and
they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and
they would have named him Zechariah after his father, but his mother said, "Not so; he
shall be called John." And they said to her, "None of your kindred is called by this
name." And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him called.
And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, "His name is John." And they all
marveled. And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he



spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were
talked about through all the hill country of Judea; and all who heard them laid them up
in their hearts, saying, "What then will this child be?" For the hand of the Lord was with
him.

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people,

and has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,

as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

that we should be saved from our enemies,

and from the hand of all who hate us;

to perform the mercy promised to our fathers,

and to remember his holy covenant,

the oath which he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,

in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life.

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

to give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,

through the tender mercy of our God,

when the day shall dawn upon us from on high

5to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace."
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness till the
day of his manifestation to Israel.

Anthem of the Mysteries
Text: A thousand thousands and ten thousand ten thousands are round about him.

Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever.

Angels surround the fearful throne of your glory, O Lord of Hosts, and before your
greatness, O Christ, seraphim stand in awe in your honor. They do not dare to look
upon you, but with ceaseless voices they cry out together, saying, Holy, holy, you are
holy, O Friend of Man. Glory be to you.

All round about him shall bring offerings to the Fearful One.



Angels surround the fearful throne of your glory, O Lord of Hosts, and before your
greatness, O Christ, seraphim stand in awe in your honor. They do not dare to look
upon you, but with ceaseless voices they cry out together, saying, Holy, holy, you are
holy, O Friend of Man. Glory be to you.

Anthem of the Bema

Prophets and kings longed for your Body and your absolving Blood.
Prophets and kings longed for your Body and your absolving Blood.

Verses:
David longed for and sought, though he did not drink, the waters for which he asked.

You must give thanks that you have been deemed worthy to drink from the cup of
Christ.



