SECOND SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST

Anthem of the Chancel

I have trusted in you, O Lord.

The trust which we have in your mercies, O our Lord, stirs us to ask forgiveness
from you. It is not that we are worthy, O Lord, but that in the abundant mercies
of your grace you justify freely those who call upon you.

All who hope in the Lord.

The trust which we have in your mercies, O our Lord, stirs us to ask forgiveness
from you. It is not that we are worthy, O Lord, but that in the abundant mercies
of your grace you justify freely those who call upon you.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; from everlasting, and for
ever and ever. Amen.

Come, let us all kneel in prayer before the Cross, which is a treasury of helps,
that we may find mercies and the forgiveness of debts when all the ends of the
earth shall shine with its rays, and, though they do not wish to do so, its enemies
bow to its sovereignty.

The Lections
Joshua 4:15-end

And the LORD said to Joshua, "Command the priests who bear the ark
of the testimony to come up out of the Jordan." Joshua therefore
commanded the priests, "Come up out of the Jordan." And when the
priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD came up from the midst
of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up on dry ground,
the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its
banks, as before.

The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first
month, and they encamped in Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. And
those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in
Gilgal. And he said to the people of Israel, "When your children ask their
fathers in time to come, 'What do these stones mean?' then you shall let
your children know, 'Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.' For the
LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed
over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us
until we passed over, so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the
hand of the LORD is mighty; that you may fear the LORD your God for ever."



The Shuraya

What man is there who desires life*
And longs to see good days? *

Keep your tongue from evil, *

And let not your lips speak deceit. *
Depart from evil, and do good; *
Seek peace, and pursue it. *

The Apostle
Romans 5

...... Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have obtained access to this grace in which
we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God. More than
that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does
not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.

While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man —though perhaps for a good man
one will dare even to die. But God shows his love for us in that while we were
yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood,
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Not only so, but we
also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received our reconciliation.

Therefore as sin came into the world through one man and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all men sinned —sin indeed was in
the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law.
Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not
like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of that
one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the effect
of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. If,
because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more



will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

Then as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man's
act of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men. For as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man's obedience many will be
made righteous. Law came in, to increase the trespass; but where sin increased,
grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might
reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Zumara

O LORD, how my oppressors have increased!

Many are rising against me;

Many are saying to my soul,

There is no deliverence for you in your God. *

But you, O LORD, are my helper, my honor,

And the lifter of my head. I cried with my voice to the LORD,
And he answered me from his holy hill. *

The Gospel

Matthew 7:15-27

"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them
by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from
thistles? So, every sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree
bears evil fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad
tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.

Thus you will know them by their fruits.

"Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is
in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name,
and do many mighty works in your name?' And then will I



declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you
evildoers.'

"Every one then who hears these words of mine and does
them will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock;
and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and
beat upon that house, but it did not fall, because it had been
founded on the rock. And every one who hears these words of
mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his
house upon the sand; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great
was the fall of it."

Anthem of the Mysteries

I will extol you, O my Lord, the King.

The Mystery of the Cross is told, and all creatures exult, for Christ the King
is proclaimed, and all the world is sanctified.

His glory is in the earth and in the heavens.

The Mystery of the Cross is told, and all creatures exult, for Christ the King
is proclaimed, and all the world is sanctified.

Anthem of the Bema

O Son who gave us your Body and Blood, give us life in your Kingdom.
O Son who gave us your Body and Blood, give us life in your Kingdom.

Verses:

On this first day, which is the first-born of days, come, let us receive the
Body and Blood of the First-born of the Godhead.

On this first day the heavens above were created. Come, let us receive the
Body of the Son who was sent from on high.

On this day the earth was created, from which come all things. Come, let
us receive the Body of the Son who is Lord of all things.



