FIRST SUNDAY OF ANNUNCIATION

Anthem of the Chancel

Hear this, all you nations.

The watcher Gabriel said to Zechariah, You will have a son, and he shall be called John.
He will tread out the pathway before the Son of the King, who is coming in glory for the
salvation of all creatures.

Righteous and upright.

The watcher Gabriel said to Zechariah, You will have a son, and he shall be called John.
He will tread out the pathway before the Son of the King, who is coming in glory for the
salvation of all creatures.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; from everlasting, and for
ever and ever. Amen.

May the Cross, O my Lord, which became for us a source of good things, and by which
the race of mortals was set free, be for us a mighty bulwark, and by it may we defeat the
Evil One and all his snares.

The Lections
Genesis 17

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram, and said
to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my
covenant between me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly." Then Abram fell
on his face; and God said to him, "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be
the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come
forth from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and to your descendants after you. And I will give to you, and to your
descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession; and I will be their God."

And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and
your descendants after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which
you shall keep, between me and you and your descendants after you: Every male
among you shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. He that is eight



days old among you shall be circumcised; every male throughout your generations,
whether born in your house, or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not
of your offspring, both he that is born in your house and he that is bought with your
money, shall be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting
covenant. Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin
shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant."

And God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son
by her; I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her." Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to himself, "Shall a
child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old,
bear a child?" And Abraham said to God, "O that Ishmael might live in thy sight!" God
said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I
will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants
after him. As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him and make him
fruitful and multiply him exceedingly; he shall be the father of twelve princes, and I will
make him a great nation. But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah
shall bear to you at this season next year."

When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. Then
Abraham took Ishmael his son and all the slaves born in his house or bought with his
money, every male among the men of Abraham's house, and he circumcised the flesh of
their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. Abraham was ninety-nine years
old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his son was
thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. That very day
Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised; and all the men of his house, those
born in the house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised
with him.

Isaiah 42:18-43:13

Hear, you deaf;
and look, you blind, that you may see!
Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?
Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?
He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.
The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness' sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.



But this is a people robbed and plundered,
they are all of them trapped in holes
and hidden in prisons;
they have become a prey with none to rescue,
a spoil with none to say, "Restore!"
Who among you will give ear to this,
will attend and listen for the time to come?
Who gave up Jacob to the spoiler,
and Israel to the robbers?
Was it not the LORD, against whom we have sinned,
in whose ways they would not walk,
and whose law they would not obey?
So he poured upon him the heat of his anger
and the might of battle;
it set him on fire round about, but he did not understand,;
it burned him, but he did not take it to heart.

But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
"Fear not, for  have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my eyes,
and honored, and I love you,
I give men in return for you,
peoples in exchange for your life.
Fear not, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, Give up,
and to the south, Do not withhold;
bring my sons from afar



and my daughters from the end of the earth,
every one who is called by my name,

whom I created for my glory,

whom I formed and made."

Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes,
who are deaf, yet have ears!
Let all the nations gather together,
and let the peoples assemble.
Who among them can declare this,
and show us the former things?
Let them bring their witnesses to justify them,
and let them hear and say, It is true.
"You are my witnesses," says the LORD,
"and my servant whom I have chosen,
that you may know and believe me
and understand that I am He.
Before me no god was formed,
nor shall there be any after me.
I, I am the LORD,
and besides me there is no savior.
I declared and saved and proclaimed,
when there was no strange god among you;
and you are my witnesses," says the LORD.
"T am God, and also henceforth I am He;
there is none who can deliver from my hand;
I work and who can hinder it?"

The Shuraya
There is none like you, O Lord my God, nor are there any works like yours.
All the nations you have made

Shall come and bow down before you, O Lord,
And shall glorify your name, for you are great.

The Apostle

Ephesians 5:21-6:9



Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be subject to your
husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head
of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. As the church is subject to Christ, so
let wives also be subject in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he might present the church
to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be
holy and without blemish. Even so husbands should love their wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no man ever hates his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, as Christ does the church, because we are members of his
body. "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh." This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying
that it refers to Christ and the church; however, let each one of you love his wife as
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and
mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), "that it may be well with you
and that you may live long on the earth." Fathers, do not provoke your children to
anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Slaves, be obedient to those who are your earthly masters, with fear and
trembling, in singleness of heart, as to Christ; not in the way of eye-service, as men-
pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, rendering
service with a good will as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that whatever good
any one does, he will receive the same again from the Lord, whether he is a slave or
free. Masters, do the same to them, and forbear threatening, knowing that he who is
both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.

The Zumara
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, and lead Joseph like a flock!

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, reveal your might, and come for our
salvation!

The Gospel
Luke 1:1-25
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which

have been accomplished among us, just as they were delivered to us by those who from
the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also,



having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for
you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the truth concerning the things of
which you have been informed.

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the
division of Abijah; and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments
and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were advanced in years.

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty,
according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple of the
Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at
the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the
right side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and
tear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name
John. And you will have joy and gladness,

and many will rejoice at his birth;

for he will be great before the Lord,

and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink,

and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit,

even from his mother's womb.

And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God,

and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah,

to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,

and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,

to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

And Zechariah said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my
wife is advanced in years." And the angel answered him, "I am Gabriel, who stand in
the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.
And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things come
to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time."
And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they wondered at his delay in the
temple. And when he came out, he could not speak to them, and they perceived that he
had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them and remained dumb. And
when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid
herself, saying, "Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when he looked on me, to
take away my reproach among men."



Anthem of the Mysteries
Text: He who is in you is our Savior and the Pardoner of sins.

I confidently hoped in the Lord.

The Body of Christ and his precious Blood are on the holy Altar. In awe and love let us
all draw near to him, and with the angels let us cry aloud to him, Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord God.

Blessed is the nation that is in such a case.

The Body of Christ and his precious Blood are on the holy Altar. In awe and love let us
all draw near to him, and with the angels let us cry aloud to him, Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord God.

The Hallowing
The Hallowing of the Interpreter [Theodore of Mopsuestia]. [The bread and wine are]
consecrated by [this Anaphora] from Annunciation [Advent] until Hosannas [Palm
Sunday].
Anthem of the Bema
O Son who gave us your Body and Blood, give us life in your Kingdom.

Verses:

On this, the first day, which is the first-born of days, come, let us receive the Body and
Blood of the First-born of the Godhead.



